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Spring. Brighter light and longer days are here. The rigorously contemplative winter is
making way for an active and fruitful vernal season.
I am very pleased to report that the documentary photography class that I taught at The
Eliot School in collaboration with UFORGE Gallery was a great success. The four-week
class took place in Jamaica Plain on Tuesday evenings. During those meetings, our class
looked over a great deal of work by documentary photographers ranging from Jacob Riis
and Lewis Hine to Mary Ellen Mark and Darcy Padilla. After studying images in the
documentary canon we turned our attention to the students’ own work and practice. They
shared images from their projects and we discussed issues technical, ethical, and practical. I
am also happy to relate that each of the wonderful students who participated have at least
one photograph (and in some cases more) from projects started in our class hanging on the
wall at UFORGE Gallery through the end of April. It was very rewarding to collaborate
with the local community arts scene and share what I could with folks interested in making
this kind of work.
On a related note, the class Evidence with Bill Burke at the School of the Museum of Fine
Arts recently concluded. It was a great privilege to participate in that course and to have the
guidance and encouragement of a practitioner whose work I admire so much. The time in
Burke’s class introduced me to many photographers, historical and contemporary, with
whom I was previously unfamiliar. I feel that a great gap has been filled in my own photo
education. The course inspired me to experiment with new formats, including large format
instant film. Attached is an example of this recent experimentation.
With your support I have recently acquired a refurbished photo printer and am now able to
make prints to share with folks in the community. This has been an important tool in
building trust and strengthening relationships. I look forward to sharing more of the results
of this asset very soon.
As programming and produce ramp up at The Food Project I will be increasingly busy with
them. Just last week we installed a seventy-two inch tall sign featuring my photographs on
the side of the Dudley Greenhouse. I have attached a photograph of this sign. I look
forward to getting to know the youth who are coming on board for the Summer Youth
Program and learning their stories. I also look forward to cataloging, formally and
photographically, the things that TFP produces (which I think I mentioned in a previous
letter). I am also, selfishly, very excited to spend some time out on the farm and in the
sunshine.

