Annie Dlugokecki (Duke ’06) is a still photographer with experience in both fine art and documentary photography. Her personal connection with photography, as a means to express ideas and explore personal events, has made her eager to share this craft with other people. Annie was a photography instructor at a local elementary school with the Literacy Through Photography program. She worked with a class of third graders to complete a compilation of writing and photographs centered around the theme “Dreams.” This project allowed the children to not only gain technical knowledge, but also gave them the opportunity to express creativity and emotions, such as fear and isolation, that often do not have an outlet in the traditional classroom setting. 

In high school Annie worked at a nonprofit that served Chicago inner-city youth, who ranged in age from five to fifteen years old. Before she knew what a “documentary approach” was or even took any formal photography classes, the camera was an important part of how she related to unfamiliar people in this new setting. She photographed the place and the children and adolescents, who she also taught to take photographs. She shared these images with the children and adolescents as well as other outsiders. During her time at Duke, Annie has continued to work with teenagers through a mentoring organization called Young Life.

Through her work at Duke University’s Center for Documentary Studies Annie has pursued a variety of photography projects. In the spring of her junior year she photographed a community called Southern Village, a planned suburban neighborhood in Chapel Hill. In her last semester at Duke, Annie completed a collaborative project with a woman named Regina who had recently been released from the Raleigh Correctional Center for Women. Annie took photographs and printed them using the cyanotype process. Regina then responded to the images by writing on them. Together Annie and Regina edited this collection of prints.   

Annie was a public policy major and initially applied and came to Duke in order to pursue this area of study. She has enjoyed much of her policy coursework, and her class on the non-profit sector, taught by Professor Joel Fleishman, has done a great deal to inform her interests and career path. Her work in this class dealt with evaluative methods in arts-based youth development programs, which will have relevance to her work as a Hine Fellow and beyond. 
 




