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Placement	

	Beginning in September 2005, I will spend a year working at the Women’s Community Clinic, a free clinic specializing in health care to women, by women,  in San Francisco, California.  This placement is made possible by the Jessica Jennifer Cohen Foundation and the HealthCorps division of AmeriCorps.  

Background

	As costs of healthcare and the number of uninsured people continue to rise, it is more important than ever to provide free or affordable services, especially to women, who, during their reproductive years, are the main recipients of health care services.  It is estimated that 16 million women are uninsured in the United States.www.womensenews.org/article/cfm/dyn/aid/1757/context/archive.  Without access to community clinics and health centers, many women would be left with few options with which to treat their health. 

	The Women’s Community Clinic is a project funded by the Tides Center to provide health care to women in under-served communities in the San Francisco Bay area.  The clinic runs on the belief that all women, regardless of economic status, deserve access to quality health care services and information regarding their health.  Their aim is to offer a safe, welcoming environment, that encourages women to seek the care they need.  
	
Current Work

	The Women’s Community Clinic offers a variety of services to its clients, including screening for sexually transmitted infections, annual exams, pregnancy tests and counseling, HIV counseling, menopausal care, health education, acupuncture and homeopathy.  In addition to these services, the clinic provides community outreach to homeless and marginally housed women, providing them with health information, referrals, and supplies.  
	As a JJCF fellow and HealthCorps volunteer, I will be participating in a variety of aspects of the clinic.  I will be involved in health education, medical assisting, counseling, translation, street outreach, and clinic management.  I will be able to play an important role in providing culturally appropriate information and services to women who need it, but whose circumstances prevent them from accessing it through the healthcare system.  Since the clinic is largely run on volunteer assistance, I will also be working with recruiting and organizing volunteers; therefore empowering other women to become involved in this very important issue.  

For more information on The Women’s Community Clinic, The Tides Center, or The HealthCorps, you are welcome to visit the following sites:

www.thewomensclinic.org
www.tides.org
www.sfccc.org/americorps/index.htm


 


	

