JJCF Sponsorship of Duke University’s Hine Fellows

In years past, several JJCF grantees have come to us through the Lewis Hine Documentary Initiative (LHDI) at Duke University’s Center for Documentary Studies. This year, because of other grantee commitments and the number of highly qualified applicants from the Hine Fellowship program, instead of selecting individual recipients for grants, JJCF made one grant to the program itself. 

Statement of Professor Alex Harris, Director of LHDI

I am grateful for the sustained partnership with JJCF, not only for the financial support, but also for the heartfelt sincerity, encouragement, and friendship our Fellows receive from the Foundation. The opportunity for these young adults to work internationally in a caring and thoughtful way for a better world deepens their commitment to meaningful work in the humanitarian field. It is my pleasure to introduce this year’s three LHDI/JJCF Fellows. 

Sarah Leeper was awarded a 2004-2005 Hine Fellowship and through a second Hine Fellowship this year she continues her work with the Children’s Rights Centre in Durban, South Africa.  Sarah is especially interested in empowering children to be active participants in their own health care and to share their knowledge with others through words and photographs.  Currently in South Africa, Sarah is working with hospitalized children and children whose families are impacted by HIV/AIDS to create publications that will benefit children in similar situations.    She is working with partner organizations Doctors Without Borders, Treatment Action Campaign Youth Sector, 10 Million Memory Project, and the Lizo Nobanda Crèche. 

In a recent letter to the JJCF, Sarah recognized that not only does the JJCF support her as an individual, but also supports other children and young adults around the world.  Sarah writes, “I believe that the young people I have met and worked with in South Africa fulfill the criterion of “talented” and “deeply committed” individuals that the Jessica Jennifer Cohen Foundation seeks to support in their endeavors to improve their communities. It’s been a privilege to work alongside them and to share these few thoughts and experiences with you.”

Elena Rue is a 2003 graduate of Kenyon College where she studied anthropology and photography, and is in the process of receiving a Certificate in Documentary Studies at Duke. While at Kenyon, Elena combined her interest in photography, farming and fieldwork in her involvement with the Rural Life Center. Elena’s recent documentary work focuses on adoption and the changing face of the American family.  Included in this body of work are international, interracial, single, and gay and lesbian adoptive families in Iowa, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Ohio and North Carolina.

As a Hine Fellow, Elena is pursuing her Fellowship placement with Hope for Children in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.  Hope for Children supports young children affected by HIV/AIDS by ensuring they have access to basic services, such as food, shelter, education and medical care.  Photographer and former Hart Fellow, Eric Gottesman has collaborated on several photo-documentary projects with children at Hope for Children over the last six years.  Elena will receive mentorship from Gottesman as well as from Hope for Children’s founder and director, Yewoinshet Masresha. 

Maital Guttman, a documentary filmmaker, graduated from Duke University in 2004. Maital is passionate about the world, its beauty, and its cultures, although, her primary region of interest is the Middle East.  During her senior year at Duke she produced Mechina: A Preparation, a full-length documentary film featuring six Israeli teenagers three months before they are inducted into the army.  

During her Hine Fellowship, beginning January 2006, Maital will work with the 10 Million Memory Project (10MMP) in Cape Town, South Africa.  She will help produce a documentary film about "Hero Books" and coordinate the collaboration and participation of other organizations in Southern Africa working with children, HIV/AIDS, and Hero Books for inclusion in the film. A Hero Book is a document, and a process, in which a child is invited to be the author, illustrator, main character and editor of a book that is designed to give them power over a specific challenge in their life. 

It is a privilege for the Hine Fellows to be associated with JJCF and your other grantees. 

