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For the past five months I have been working as a Peace Fellow with The Advocacy Project
(AP), for one of their partners, the Kakenya Center for Excellence (KCE). KCE is the first
primary boarding school for girls in the rural village of Enoosaen, Kenya. Although
outlawed in Kenya, the custom of early marriage and female genital cutting (FGC) are still
common practices in this region. Often, these customs keep girls from pursuing an
education beyond primary school and they are kept from pursing their dreams. KCE’s
mission is to provide these girls with an opportunity to access education and alternative way
of life.
During my time at KCE, my duties have varied. The following is a description of all the
tasks that I have been responsible for:
•

Teaching Computer Classes: I have taught computer classes to grades four through
seven, to a total of 121 students. We have covered everything from the basics of how
to use a computer to learning how to type with both hands. I also gave them an
introduction on the World Wide Web. For the majority of these girls, the KCE
computer class is their first exposure to computers and the Internet. As part of my
curriculum, I facilitated a computer course on how to write a letter using the
computer. The response to these workshops has been very positive. Since learning
how to operate the machines, the girls have look forward to typing their school
assignments.

Class 4 girls logging onto the computers

•

Staff training: In addition to teaching the girls basic computer skills I have also been
working with KCE staff and board members to increase their knowledge of
computer programs and applications. Our lessons are typically focused on how to
use the Internet, access email and the difference between varying search engines and
websites. This work has been unexpectedly challenging due to the limited access to
and slow speed of the Internet in Enoosaen. Despite these obstacles, the increased
knowledge of how to use these computers and email among the board, has greatly
improved the school’s administrative capacity. These one-on-one lessons will
continue over the course of the rest of my fellowship.

•

Spelling Bee: I have organized 6 spelling bees for grades 4-7. All were very
successful. Class 7 competed with class 7 from the neighboring boy/girls Enoosaen

primary school. I collaborated with all class level teachers to establish a list of 100
words from their curricula. I informed the students and teachers of the spelling bee
dates, rules and principles. I took video and photos of each of the competitions’
participants. The teachers and students would like to hold another spelling bee next
term because the spelling bees spark the students’ competitive spirit, encourages
them to study English, and reinforces the importance of academic excellence.

Class 5 top three spellers breaking their tie

•

Orphan Profiles: The KDO supports seven orphans and six needy children. KDO
pays these girls schools fees and provides them with school uniforms, school
supplies, toiletries and transport during breaks. I have done video interviews of four
orphans and interviewed their caretakers while they were visiting home during the
half-term break. This was a very fruitful experience, because I was able to capture
their lives outside of KCE. The KDO has drastically impacted these girls’ lives by
firstly educating them about FGC, their rights and empowering them to pursue their
educational dreams. Secondly, KDO has provided them with a solid foundation
whereby they can thoroughly immerse themselves in their studies without having to
worry about being pulled out of school due to lack of funds or familial
responsibilities. My goal is to create seven short video profiles of the orphans that
will posted on the KDO website for donors to see who they are supporting while
also raising awareness about the KDO.

11-year-old Nashipae prepares lunch while she looks after her nephew

•

Health and Leadership Girls Camp: Every year the KCE organizes a weeklong
camp for over 120 girls from the Keyian Division, Enoosaen (April 23- 28, 2012).
The camp is focused on teaching the girls how to claim their rights, say “no ” to
harmful cultural practices, and recognize the importance of health, hygiene and

leadership. I was the core coordinator of the Health and Leadership camp. In this
role, I was responsible for: writing and sending out invitations; creating a budget;
planning the itinerary and schedule; serving as the main point of contact; designing
publicity posters; recruiting camp counselors; coordinating the general food and
lodging logistics of the camp. Each workshop encompasses several sub-topics such
as rape prevention, puberty, menstruation, peer pressure, substance abuse, life skills
and sexuality. Each workshop was facilitated by professionals, who use humor, real
life examples, audience participation and images to convey these subject to the girls.
Over the course of two days, the girls build relationships with each other and their
facilitators. The Health and Leadership camp has proven to be a very positive and
important event in the lives of many of the attendees. According to our exit survey,
most girls had never learned about menstruation, puberty, rape prevention, FGC and
their rights as children before attending the Health and Leadership camp. Those that
have attended have changed because they are ready to say no to harmful practices
such as FGC and early-marriage.
•

Video and Photo Lessons: I have taught seven children at KCE how to film/take
pictures with my digital camcorder. When the girls saw me taking photos and video
they were curious to see how it is done. More than anything the girls wanted to see
themselves on camera and in videos. The girls were given the opportunity to handle
the camera and record footage. The results were long clips of their friends laughing
and singing for the camera, as well as interestingly framed photos of the KCE
campus and their friends. The sessions I had with the girls were about an hour every
other week, which provided enough time to show them the basics. My main goal
was for them to learn how to visually capture their surroundings using a digital
camera and camcorder.

KCE girls learn how to view their pictures

•

KDO Promotional Videos: Over the past two months I have interviewed 16
people whom have either personally benefited from the KDO and KCE or
are involved in the KDO and KCE. My interviewees have included: KCE
teachers, grandmothers, orphans, girls who were abducted to be forced into
early-marriage, health and leadership camp facilitators, needy children, KDO
board members and mothers.

The objectives of this promotional video are to:
1. Garner international support to stop FGC and early-marriage, attract donors
and to help answer the question, “how can I help?”

2. Inform the public of what the KCE and the KDO do and the positive impact
these programs have had on the girls’ lives.
3. Shed light on the everyday tasks, lives and challenges Maasai girls face
when in pursuit of their educational dreams, as well as, give cultural context
and a day in the life scenario.
4. Introduce characters whom are working to stop FGC and early-marriage
within the Enoosaen community, as to emphasize the importance of
mentorship and the need for more programs like the Health and Leadership
camp
I am gathering video material until my departure to the United States where I will
edit two versions of the film. One will be a 8-minute video that will thoroughly
demonstrate to donors the impact of the KDO and KCE, and the second will be
a three-minute video that will give the average viewer a glimpse at the work of
KCE and the KDO, provide ideas as to how they can help, and illustrate how
their donation will benefit the program. I look forward to post-production and
hope that these videos will help accomplish our goals to fight for the girl-child’s
right to education while eradicating the practices of FGC and early-marriage.

The KDO pays for 13-year-old Nelly’s KCE
school fees and uniform. Her father disowned
her and her siblings after her mother’s divorce

•

Art Workshops: For the past few weeks I have held art workshops with
grade 6, a class of 32 students. I have split them into two groups, each group
meets twice a week after class hours. The art projects are based around the
theme of identity and self-reflection on their Maasai cultural heritage. Our
first project was a writing exercise. The girls wrote a short autobiography
which highlighted memories, obstacles, their dreams, identified their
thoughts and experiences with FGC and early-marriage, as well as
acknowledged the importance of education. The second part of the project

was to illustrate their autobiographies inside of shapes using words and
colorful markers. The girls took full advantage of this opportunity to express
themselves through art; many girls were able to draw their entire
autobiographies. Currently we are working on painting self-portraits using
acrylic paints. Future projects are, a collage of their characteristics and
writing a poem inside of a tracing of their hands, the poem will be about
what they want to create with their own two hands. By the end of the school
term the girls will have an opportunity to recreate one of their favorite pieces
for a small exhibition at KCE. The rest of their artwork will be compiled into
a portfolio for them to keep and share with their families.

Class 6 self-portraits

•

Peace Fellowship Deliverables: I have posted 181 photos online and 12
blogs.

•

General Administration: I’ve attended the KCE board meetings, provided
monthly budgets and expense reports, and taken minutes.

To date, I have learned a lot about the Maasai culture and the impact of the KCE on female
empowerment in the region. My engagement with the girls and the school has been an
incredible learning experience that I hope to build on throughout the duration of my
fellowship.
***The children’s names have been change to protect their identity***

