Periyar Centenary Educational Complex
Trichy, Tamil Nadu, India
Stephanie Gerber 2013‐2014
Midterm Report

My students from the free hostel and me hanging out outside of my apartment.

As the midpoint of my work in India approaches, I am continuing to work hard at
pursing my goals. The first few months of trial and error have paid off enormously.
My students have worked hard to develop a basic listening and speaking vocabulary
as we have delved into different themed units (very different from the government
text books they have learned to memorize). I have touched upon everything from
the Days of the Week, to All About Me, to Questions and Action Words, just to name
a few.
I am trying to build an understanding and have the students interact to develop
confidence and ease with their English skills. I have used different approaches,
depending on need, to aid pronunciation and expand understanding. I am even
using simple brainteasers to get them to shift from parroting (a common occurrence
in all subject matters) to critical thinking. I have tried to develop activities and
games to complement classroom exercises and have had particular success with
bringing music into the lessons. The girls love the Beatles. There is nothing like
beginning the day with a song to introduce language skills.

I have also been working on creating an enrichment program for the orphan
students living in the free housing on campus. These students also enjoy our extra
time working together in the library, as I have introduced them to numerous
activities. I am currently working on bringing an arts and crafts program to my
students, which I am sure they will enjoy immensely.
This past month I was most surprised by the fact that my students had remembered
my birthday. Reminding me to wear my sari and not to forget my earrings, they
helped further adorn me by putting flowers in my hair. They had informed me that
dressing up on your birthday is the Indian thing to do in Tamil Nadu. I decided to
have a small celebration with the children, and indulged their requests. This day
turned out to be one of the most comical and entertaining experiences with the
hostel girls. They danced, sang, and of course tried to cover me in cake! It is still
something they are talking to me about a month later. I am so happy that I was able
to share that time with them

Lighting the candles with the girls in the free hostel on my birthday.

Another aspect to my time in India has been the wonderful community and vibrant
and chaotic life that consumes India itself. I have enjoyed learning about the culture
and meeting the different people in the neighborhood. Even he shopkeepers of the
fruit stand now know me by name. Everyone I meet is more than welcoming and
enthusiastic about my work as well as my attempts to speak Tamil, a language that

is a continual challenge to pronounce let along speak. Many people I encounter even
want to be my best friend, which I now have many.
On weekends, I have been spending my time at another program site in a small
village called Kernu located near the temple city of Palani. I have had the wonderful
opportunity to work with the orphan children at the Gandhian school a Hindu faith
school for first through eight standards. It is the school of a fellow WorldTeach
volunteer. Working with these children who love to show off all of their English
skills has been a pleasure. I even had the opportunity to go on a field trip to a
temple with these children. Hand‐in‐hand they took me around and explained the
significance of each statue and god, which is an experience that I will treasure.

Lalita of the Ghandian School lighting a lamp on her school field trip to the Ganesh Temple.

I feel that I am gaining so much insight through simple interactions in the classroom
and the individual time that I get to spend with the children at the library or just in
my apartment on the couch, as they visit me continually. I have learned of their
aspirations to be doctors and teachers and one even hopes to be an English
professor. I want to thank the JJCF again for giving me this experience, which is
proving to be a most gratifying opportunity.

