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The Jessica Jennifer Cohen Foundation will be sponsoring my participation in a 6-month professional placement with Fundación Biosfera in the city of La Plata, Argentina.  Fundación Biosfera is an environmental NGO (non-governmental organization) that works to promote ecological sustainability at the local, regional, and national levels in Argentina through many different program areas.  I will be working to develop and expand the organization’s projects and activities related to urban ecosystems and urban sustainability.
 I will be assisting with Fundación Biosfera’s current urban environmental projects, which include efforts to preserve urban green spaces and promote alternative and sustainable forms of transportation.  In addition, I will collaborate with local municipal governments as well as community members to better define the concept of urban sustainability and how it relates to the specific geographic, social, political, and cultural context of La Plata.  I will work to increase local understanding about urban sustainability and to design and implement new projects aimed at promoting ecological sustainability in the city of La Plata.
 My work with Fundación Biosferawill bring together my past work in environmental education and outreach, community development, and urban planning with my passion for foreign travel and cross-cultural experience.  For me, traveling abroad fulfills a fundamental need to connect with and understand people whose cultures, backgrounds, and life experiences are radically different from my own, and through these connections, to better understand myself and my place in the world.   Working in another country such as Argentina with a different social, cultural, and political context is a natural next step in my professional development and represents a challenge that I will enthusiastically embrace.  
My placement in Argentina with Fundación Biosfera is made possible through a coordinating organization based in San Francisco, California, the Foundation for Sustainable Development (FSD).  FSD supports the efforts of local development organizations in Latin America, Asia, and Africa that are working to improve the welfare of the people living in their communities by providing these grassroots organizations with human resources, financial resources, and technical assistance. FSD’s primary goal is to increase the capacity of its partner organizations to serve their communities. In striving to achieve this goal, other benefits emerge: raising awareness of the challenges faced by those in the developing world, training the development leaders of tomorrow, and facilitating increased cross-cultural understanding.

For more information on my project, please visit:

Fundación Biosfera:  (in Spanish)
Foundation for Sustainable Development: 


