Personal Statement

	I greatly appreciated the opportunity to spend this year as a JJCF fellow.  The fellowship enabled me to have an extremely educational experience in Cairo, Egypt, where I worked as a documentary assistant for Children of the Nile, a non-governmental organization dedicated to improving early childhood development services.  During my time with the NGO, I developed materials including a brochure, an informational video, photographs, writings, and a children’s art project; I taught in one of the NGO’s community kindergartens; and I assisted the office staff with translating, editing, meeting planning, and other tasks.  In addition, I produced an independent documentary video project in which I interviewed Egyptian high school and college students about their feelings on America’s relations with the Middle East in general and Egypt in particular.
	I learned very much from my involvement in all of these projects.  My documentary work with the NGO enabled me to further develop my skills in writing and media production, and I was pleased to be able to use my work for the ultimate goal of assisting children in need.  My experience in the classroom was invaluable in creating close bonds between me and the children, and it gave me direct experience in using creativity and perseverance to overcome challenges in difficult conditions.  My work in the office helped me develop good relationships with my Egyptian co-workers, which provided for increased cross-cultural understanding for all of us.  My work with the office also helped me understand the grassroots efforts that are involved in NGO work, while at the same time giving me the opportunity to learn specifically about education and NGO efforts in Egypt.
	I also learned a great deal simply by living in Cairo and absorbing the culture.  My Arabic skills improved continuously, and I became acquainted with various people and ways of life that gave me a better understanding and appreciation of the Arab world.  I took advantage of various travel opportunities and sought to learn as much as I could about the places I visited.  These experiences enabled me to learn a lot about myself as well, and to further develop as both a person and a global citizen.
	I am very thankful to the JJCF family for making these learning opportunities possible for me.  I plan to share my projects and experiences with others to help further extend the learning process, and I look forward to applying what I have gained from this experience to other opportunities in the future. 


