Final Report: November 25, 2003


As I near the conclusion of my fellowship through the Jessica Jennifer Cohen Foundation, I am excited and honored by the incredible amount of progress this fellowship has fostered in the modern anti-slavery movement and the growth of Free the Slaves.  Free the Slaves has implemented a solid individual donor program and grown our base of supporters by several hundred people.  We have also solidified partnerships with two outstanding, grassroots anti-slavery groups in India, and will be outreaching to additional groups in 2004.  The U.S. House of Representatives held the first Congressional Hearing on International Modern Slavery.  The anti-slavery message reached it’s largest audience to date - over 40 million people around the world - through National Geographic Magazine.   These are all very significant advancements that would not have happened without the support of the Jessica Jennifer Cohen Foundation.

Individual Donors and Development
National Geographic substantially increased our base of supporters across the United States, and I have been corresponding and meeting with people from all over - Boston, Dallas, Los Angeles,  Michigan, Montana, New York, San Francisco, Seattle, to name a few - over the past four months.   Many individuals who read the National Geographic article were overwhelmed, and felt obligated to do something right away.  People have organized public presentations, showed the documentary film Slavery: A Global Investigation to their friends, created performances, and held fundraisers for Free the Slaves’ partner organizations.  
Donor meetings in Dallas, Seattle, and San Francisco proved especially fruitful with several new high-donor supporters and others with incredibly helpful connections whom we will continue to engage in the work we are doing, and hopefully cultivate further.
Our annual appeal drops Thanksgiving week, and we will be doing follow-up calls and outreach to individuals mid-December.  It will be an exciting time to connect and re-engage donors who have given in the past but we have not heard from in a while.  
Perhaps the most exciting piece of fundraising development is the “Gift Catalogue” we are putting up on our website to go live on December 1 for the holidays.   Through the gift catalogue, internet users will be able to purchase bikes, motorbikes, tree saplings, contribute towards the construction of a dormitory for children in India, and donate to specific funds for “Freeing Children”, “Freeing Women”, and more.  This will be the first time that Free the Slaves is sharing the amazing stories of anti-slavery activists and slaves in detail on our website, and allowing individuals to contribute directly to the items/funds of greatest need for freeing more slaves and enabling them to rebuild their communities and families.  Our goal is to leave the gift catalogue on the website and use it as a tool for fundraising money for our partners’ particular needs, as well as our partnership building and documentary work.
	Beginning January 1, Free the Slaves will be implementing a stronger, more targeted and comprehensive fundraising plan for 2004 which will include two more appeals, more frequent e-mail and action campaigns, and more programs to which individuals can contribute. 


Legislation
	On October 29, 2003, the Human Rights and Wellness Sub-committee of the Government Reform Committee convened the first Congressional hearing on International Slavery.  The hearing was spearheaded by Congressman Dan Burton, and Congressmen Chris Smith, Ted Shays, and Congresswoman Diane Watson were all in attendance.  Free the Slaves President, Dr. Kevin Bales, testified as an expert witness at the hearing, bringing attention to the slaves that are most often overlooked in US legislation and International legislation – slaves who are not trafficked across an international border.  Staffers from several key Congressional offices were in attendance, packing the room so that not one seat was empty.
	Following this hearing, the U.S. House of Representatives passed HR.2620 the Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthorization Act, which reauthorized, among other things, funding for the Trafficking in Persons offices in the US State Department and Department of Justice, and gives money for further research and investigative research on modern slavery.
The reauthorization of the TVPA was the first step to securing further anti-slavery legislation in the US Congress.  Now that this legislation has passed, Free the Slaves will be pushing forward additional legislation that will make the United States a leader in combating modern slavery, funding research on slavery, and will increase our support to anti-slavery organizations through grants, government pressure, and other international legislative initiatives.  Progress in the last two months on our legislation have been incredibly promising, and we could be introducing this legislation as early as next January when Congress reconvenes from the holidays.

Women in Slavery
	The recent media attention given to slavery, especially the enslavement of women and girls for forced prostitution, has created the perfect environment for introducing and further pursuing Free the Slaves work on women in slavery.  We have several trips planned in the beginning of next year, which will focus on documenting and exploring additional organizations that are liberating and rehabilitating women slaves.  In addition, Free the Slaves has created a plan for outreach to national women’s organizations and community organizations in the U.S. to begin educating more women about slavery, and begin collaborating with other organizations to create larger education campaigns and more funding for women’s organizations abroad that are doing the difficult work of freeing and reintegrating women into their communities.  I am anxious to begin implementing this program in two months.

