Report No. 2: September 29, 2003

The past three months have been incredibly exciting and rewarding for the anti-slavery movement, and for Free the Slaves in particular.  I spent most of this summer traveling for fundraising meetings and preparing for the release of the September issue of National Geographic Magazine which featured an article on modern slavery entitled “21st Century Slaves”.   A report on my work and the results of this groundbreaking article in National Geographic are outlined below.


National Geographic Magazine
I spent quite a bit of time working with the research and editing team at National Geographic to help complete “21st Century Slaves” during the months of May, June, and July.  Through this relationship, I was able to ensure that Kevin Bales and Free the Slaves were mentioned several times in the article, as well as interest the National Geographic team in doing an interview with Kevin which they transformed into a multi-media downloadable video on their website.  In addition, they created a clickable map on their website which outlines all of Kevin’s research on modern slavery, and asked Kevin to write a piece for the website about how we can end slavery.

	The response to this article has been unbelievable.  Donations have been rolling in, our website hits have multiplied by more than 10, and our product orders (t-shirts, books, videos) have skyrocketed as well.  We’ve collected several hundred new names and e-mail addresses in our database, and received some very large contributions, as well as some solid donor prospects.  I will be flying down to Dallas with Jolene Smith, our Deputy Director, to meet with two potential donors in two weeks, and I have trips planned to California and Seattle as well.

	After the magazine hit the stands, Free the Slaves teamed up with National Geographic to pitch a potential program to The Oprah Winfrey Show.  Despite Harpo Inc.’s  excitement and interest in doing something on this issue, they decided to table it until next spring, and wait to see if we could pitch them another potential show in the new year.  Though we were somewhat disappointed, this will allow Free the Slaves to get a bit more organized, and be better prepared for the attention and response that The Oprah Winfrey Show could potentially bring to the work we are doing.  It also allows us to create our own pitch for a program, which ultimately, will probably go farther than the joint pitch we put together with National Geographic.


Legislation
	National Geographic raised a significant amount of discussion about modern slavery on Capitol Hill.  Congressman Frank Wolf (R-VA), chair of the Human Rights Caucus, wrote a “Dear Colleague” letter to accompany the article and had his staff make over 1000 photocopies of the article to send to every Member of Congress, as well as his ambassadorial and UN contacts.  I had scheduled a “Hill drop” of information on modern slavery with our interns for the same week, so we postponed until the following week.  As luck would have it, President Bush helped us out by addressing modern slavery and sex trafficking in his address to the United Nations the morning of the Hill drop, so when we visited Members’ offices, we were greeted with lots of questions and interest in anti-slavery legislation (the excerpt from Bush’s address is at the end of this report).  I was even able to get two offices to sign on to the Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthorization Act of 2003, the primary piece of anti-trafficking legislation currently in Congress which will reauthorize funding for the Trafficking in Persons (TIP) office in the State Department, as well as provide more grants to service providers aiding trafficked persons.  The interest and momentum for the introduction of another piece of anti-slavery legislation has never been greater.
	On Wednesday of this past week, Sen. Brownback and Rep. Smith, sponsors of the Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2003, discussed pursuing further legislation with us at a press conference they held for the release of PBS, Wide Angle’s documentary Dying to Leave, on illicit migration and human trafficking.  Jolene and I will be meeting with both of their offices this upcoming week to discuss the draft bill Free the Slaves wrote last fall to create an “Office to Monitor and Combat Slavery” in the State Department.  Tracking and managing the introduction of this bill, should it proceed to this stage, will be one of my primary responsibilities in the upcoming months.
	The appropriation we had been pushing for to do research on slave made products brought into the United States has, unfortunately, been dropped.  The Member of Congress we had introducing the line item was advised by the Republican Clerk in the House that the line item was risky because of the potential corporate responsibilities or implications the research could possibly lead to, so the Congressman decided not to push ahead with the appropriation, which was disappointing.
	However, I have found a Senator who is interested in pushing for an appropriation for research and grant money to examine the trafficking of persons into Florida for agricultural and domestic work, so I will be drafting that appropriation with Steve Lize, Free the Slaves’ field researcher, this fall.


Individual Donors and Development
I recently sent out a solicitation letter in response to the National Geographic article, two weeks ago, and the returns so far have been very good.  We already received ten new monthly donors, and several significant contributions.  I am planning to be able to get on the phone and do another round of calls to donors (most donors recently received a call to confirm that their name could be used on our 2002 annual report in July) with our annual appeal in late November/early December.  
Our monthly e-updates have been going out in a new HTML format, and we’ve received very positive feedback about the new design.  I am in the process of putting together an e-mail solicitation using streaming video with Jacob Patton, our Technology Director, for sometime in November so that we may get some of our e-mail supporters to give a contribution.
My fundraising trips from this summer to California and Boston turned out very fruitful, and I think we’ve found some new potential board members and strong supporters for our work.  In Boston at the Unitarian Universalist General Assembly, we gathered approximately 300 new names for our database, and several new donors.
	In terms of our Board, Desmond Tutu is now officially on our International Board of Advisors, and we are waiting to hear back from two other prominent international figures about whether or not they will be engaged.  Our hope is to have four prominent figures on this Board by the close of the year.
	We are waiting to hear back from an advised funder about some potential grant money, but even without that, it looks as though beginning January 1, Free the Slaves will move to a payroll system, and the three of us working here in the Washington, DC office will begin receiving a salary.  Though these initial salaries will be pretty low, we are excited to be at the stage where we have salaries and benefits, and there will be room for us to increase our salaries as the fundraising continues.  


Internship Program
	Jolene Smith is managing the fall intern program since I have been out of the office for fundraising and travel so much.  




Salma
	One of the most rewarding experiences of the past three months has been getting to know Salma Mint Saloum, a former slave from Mauritania.  Salma has an amazing story of courage, determination, and strength.  She escaped from slavery in Mauritania to Senegal in 1998, smuggled herself into the United States on a cargo ship in 1999,  and gained asylum here last year.  Kevin Bales testified in her asylum hearing, convincing the judge that slavery exists in Mauritania and prevents her from ever safely returning.  Salma now lives in Cincinnati, OH, where she works night shifts at Krispy Kreme donuts and part-time day shift cleaning at a motel.  She is working very hard to bring her five children to the U.S. to live with her.
National Geographic showed interest in using Salma’s story in their article,  and through the negotiations and editing process of the article, I got the opportunity to get to know Salma very well.  I even took a trip up to Cincinnati to spend some time with her and meet her daughter who INS allowed her to bring into the U.S. this spring. 
While I was with Salma, I had the opportunity to hear from her firsthand about the horrific experiences and tortures she endured in Mauritania.  I saw her scars – scars where her master had slit her wrists and tied her to a tree as punishment for trying to escape her first time, scars on her arm where he had spilled burning oil, scars on her legs where he had dragged her to her knees, and more.   She told me of her husband, who suddenly disappeared shortly before she attempted her first escape.  He was never to be heard from again.  She told me all about her children.  She has five children, and though she paid to have all of them freed and moved to safety in Senegal, only her eldest daughter, Aichtou, was able to come live with her here in the States.   She has not seen her other four children in five years, but she calls them everyday using phone cards she purchases at the grocery store.  She asked me to speak to her children while I was visiting.  
The most moving part of my time with Salma was when she explained to me the rush of emotions she felt the first time she saw the Statue of Liberty.  She spoke of how tall, how majestic the statue towers over New York City.  And she cried as she explained to me what liberty means to someone, who at age 46, was experiencing freedom for the first time in her life.  The ability to have choices, to make her own decisions, to move and travel where she wanted – these are all new concepts to Salma.  It was through the tears we shared during this conversation that I fully appreciated the freedom we take for granted everyday.


Recent Press on Trafficking and Slavery: 

Excerpt from President Bush’s address to the United Nations

There's another humanitarian crisis spreading, yet hidden from view.  Each year an estimated 800,000 to 900,000 human beings are bought, sold or forced across the world's borders. Among them are hundreds of thousands of teenage girls, and others as young as 5, who fall victim to the sex trade. This commerce in human life generates billions of dollars each year, much of which is used to finance organized crime.

There's a special evil in the abuse and exploitation of the most innocent and vulnerable.

The victims of sex trade see little of life before they see the very worst of life: an underground of brutality and lonely fear.

Those who create these victims and profit from their suffering must be severely punished. Those who patronize this industry debase themselves and deepen the misery of others. And governments that tolerate this trade are tolerating a form of slavery.

This problem has appeared in my own country and we are working to stop it. The PROTECT Act, which I signed into law this year, makes it a crime for any person to enter the United States or for any citizen to travel abroad for the purpose of sex tourism involving children. The Department of Justice is actively investigating sex tour operators and patrons, who can face up to 30 years in prison. Under the Trafficking Victims Protection Act, the United States is using sanctions against governments to discourage human trafficking.

The victims of this industry also need help from members of the United Nations, and this begins with clear standards and the certainty of punishment under the laws of every country.

Today, some nations make it a crime to sexually abuse children abroad.  Such conduct should be a crime in all nations. Governments should inform travelers of the harm this industry does and the severe punishments that will fall on its patrons.

The American government is committing $50 million to support the good work of organizations that are rescuing women and children from exploitation, and giving them shelter and medical treatment and the hope of a new life. I urge other governments to do their part.

We must show new energy in fighting back an old evil.

Nearly two centuries after the abolition of the trans-Atlantic slave trade, and more than a century after slavery was officially ended in its last strongholds, the trade in human beings for any purpose must not be allowed to thrive in our time.


National Geographic - http://magma.nationalgeographic.com/ngm/0309/index.html
Senator Sam Brownback’s press conference - http://brownback.senate.gov/POMain.htm - and go to September 24th Wide Angle press release
Congressman Chris Smith - http://www.house.gov/apps/list/press/nj04_smith/prbushtraffick.htm


